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Defendant-Appellant.  
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 By order of January 31, 2025, the parties were directed to file supplemental briefs.  
On order of the Court, the supplemental briefs having been received, the application for 
leave to appeal the December 2, 2021 order of the Court of Appeals is again considered, 
and it is GRANTED.  The time allowed for oral argument shall be 20 minutes for each 
side.  MCR 7.314(B)(1).  The parties shall address:  (1) whether People v Aaron, 409 Mich 
672 (1980), correctly limited its application to prospective-only relief; (2) whether, in the 
absence of evidence that the defendant acted with malice, mandatory life without parole 
for felony murder constitutes cruel and/or unusual punishment under Const 1963, art 1, § 
16 or US Const, Am VIII; (3) whether People v Hall, 396 Mich 650 (1976), should be 
overruled; (4) whether a mandatory sentence of life imprisonment without parole for felony 
murder is cruel and/or unusual punishment under Const 1963, art 1, § 16 or US Const, Am 
VIII, in all cases decided before Aaron, supra, where the jury was not required to make a 
finding of malice, or only in those pre-Aaron cases where overwhelming evidence of 
malice was not otherwise presented at trial; (5) if the latter, the standard by which the courts 
should determine whether sufficient evidence of malice was presented and the means by 
which a defendant should present such an argument; and (6) what remedy is required if any 
defendants’ sentences of mandatory life imprisonment without parole are found invalid.   
 

Amici who have appeared in this case are invited to file supplemental briefs amicus 
curiae.  Other persons or groups interested in the determination of the issues presented in 
this case may move the Court for permission to file briefs amicus curiae. 

 
THOMAS, J., not participating because of her prior involvement in this case. 


