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Dear Mr. Hawthorne,

When this cause was argued, the two family immigration detention facilities
at issue—Karnes and Dilley—were not detaining families. Karnes was detaining
adults only; Dilley was closed. Justice Huddle asked if the facilities’ use at that time
mooted the case, and both parties answered in the negative because family detention
was likely to return to Karnes and Dilley.

That prediction has come true. In February, the federal government decided
to contract anew with private companies to operate family detention facilities.! Last
week, Karnes thus began detaining families once again.? At the same time, Dilley
announced its reopening, touting its readiness to detain “a family population.”

U Julie Ainsly, Trump Administration Preparing to Restart Immigrant Family
Detention, NBC NEWS (Feb. 7, 2025, 4:36 PM)
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/trump-administration-
preparing-restart-immigrant-family-detention-rcnal 91230.

2 Camilo Montoya-Galvez, Trump Revives Practice of Detaining Migrant Families
With Children, CBS  NEWws (Mar. 7, 2025, 6:12 PM),
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-revives-practice-of-detaining-migrant-
families-with-children/.

3 News Release, CoreCivic Announces Resumption of Operations at South Texas
Family Residential Center in Dilley, Texas, CORECIVIC (Mar. 16, 2025),
https://ir.corecivic.com/news-releases/news-release-details/corecivic-announces-
resumption-operations-south-texas-family.
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Karnes and Dilley remain the only existing facilities in the country that are equipped

to detain families.*

As Respondents explained at argument and in their post-submission brief, at
least some plaintiffs remain in the United States and have pending immigration
proceedings. If those plaintiffs are re-detained, they would likely be returned to

Karnes or Dilley, meaning that a live controversy still exists.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I hereby certify that on March 17, 2025, a true and correct copy of this post-
submission letter brief was served via electronic service through eFile. TXCourts.gov

on all parties through counsel of record, listed below:

Mark Emery Joshua C. Fiveson
State Bar No. 24050564 Assistant Solicitor General
mark.emery@nortonrosefulbright.com State Bar No. 24093438
NORTON ROSE FULBRIGHT US LLP joshua.fiveson@oag.texas.gov
799 9th Street NW, Suite 1000 OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL
Washington, D.C. 20001 P.O. Box 12548 (MC 059)
Telephone: (202) 662-0200 Austin, Texas 78711
Telephone: (512) 936-2834
Charles A. Deacon Facsimile: (512) 474-2697

State Bar No. 056773300
charlie.deacon@nortonrosefulbright.com

Bertina B. York Attorneys for Texas Department of
State Bar No. 03354500 Family and Protective Services, Henry
bertina.york@nortonrosefulbright.com Whitman, in his official capacity as
NORTON ROSE FULBRIGHT US LLP DFPS Commissioner Texas Health
111 West Houston Street, Suite 1800 and Human Services, Charles Smith,
San Antonio, Texas 78205 in his official capacity as HHSC
Telephone: (210) 224-5575 Executive Commissioner

Attorneys for the GEO Group
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Jay W. Brown

State Bar No. 03138830

jbrown(@shackelford.law

Bruce R. Wilkin
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Attorneys for CoreCivic
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