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Neuropsychological Associates LLC tiorida Licensed Clinical Psychologists

Hyman H. Eisenstein, Ph.D., A.B.N. Phone: 305 532 1945
Board Certified Diplomate in Neuropsychology Fax: 305532 6283

Esther L. Selevan, Ph.D. Email: mbphdsl@gmail.com

DEFENDANT'S NAME: THOMAS LEE GUDINAS

DATE OF BIRTH: February 27, 1974

CHRONDLOGICAL AGE: 51 years

CASE NUMBER: 481594-CF-007132-A

DATE OF EVALUATION: May 29, 2025

DATE OF REPORT: May 30, 2025

NEUROPSYCHOLOGICAL FVALUATION REPORT

REASON FOR REFERRAL:

Mr. Thomas Gudinas was referred for a neuropsychological evaluation by his attorneys. The purpose of
the evaluation was to gain a greater understanding of his past and present psychological and
neurcpsychological functioning, to assist in his defense.

Mr. Gudinas was advised of the purpose for the evaluation during the interview. He was told that
information he chose to provide during interview, any of his statements or actions, and any other
information obtained about him, would not be confidential. Mr. Gudinas indicated that he understood
the lack of confidentiality and agreed to proceed with the evaluation.

INFORMATION SOURCES:

Mr. Thomas Gudinas was evaluated at the Florida State Prison for a total of five howurs,
He was interviewed and administered the following tests:

Delis Kaplan Executive Function System

- Trail Making Test — Conditions 1 -5

- Verbal Fluency Test

Incomplete Sentences

Kaufman Functional Academic Skills Test

Paragraph Writing

Rey-Osterrieth Complex Figure = Copy, Immediate, and Delayed Recall
Test of Memory Malingering

Wisconsin Card Sorting Test



Other Information came from the following sources:

Background Material — Packet provided by CCRC
Telephone Interview with Ms. Karen Ann Goldthwaite, Mother of Defendant

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Mr. Thomas Gudinas was born to Ms. Karen (Goldthwaite) and Mr. Thomas Gudinas Sr. on a Tacoma,
Washington Army base. Mother reported having Toxemia prior to his birth and seizures during the
delivery. Ms. Goldthwaite reported that after his birth he had too much “blood” in his brain and the
doctors had to drain the excess fluid from his head. She also reported additional medical problems in
his first six months of life.

The family moved to Massachusetts when Thomas was very young. His parents divorced and he was
shuttled between his parents and other family members. Thomas attended public school and was
brought to the attention of school staff due to problematic behavior and academic difficulties early on.

Thomas reported a history of physical abuse at the hands of his father, mother, stepfather, and others.
He reported a history of sexual abuse from the time he was very young. He was a victim of severe
emotional abuse throughout his childhoed.

Although therapy and treatment was repeatedly recommended by all those who evaluated Thomas,
there was little treatment provided. Thomas was sent from program to program and many different
placements, but no long term residential treatment was provided.

BEHAVIORAL OBSERVATIONS:

Mr. Thomas Gudinas presented as a 5 foot 7 inch, 177 pound, right hand dominant male. He was
oriented to person, place, time, and situation. There were signs of overt psychotic mentation. He was
paranoid and suspicious, especially about people around him at the prison. His thought processes were
mixed between rational and irrational.

Mr. Gudinas was depressed, blunted and withdrawn. He expressed feelings of anxiety and worry. Mr.
Gudinas reported feeling alone and hopeless, especially since moving to Florida State Prison.

Mr. Gudinas is very concrete and simplistic in his thinking. Many concepts needed additional
explanation, elaboration, and repetition so he would understand them.

He readily discussed and presented his elaborate fixed delusion regarding numerical equivalents of
letter and word combinations and what they mean to him.

Mr. Gudinas was comfortable and cooperative in the testing situation, he completed the assigned tasks
appropriately. His level of motivation was good throughout the evaluation, and he appeared to put
forth genuine effort. Rapport was established with the examiner. As a result of his motivation and
effort, the results are considered to be a valid indication of his present functioning.

Testing was limited due to time constraints. Additional testing, evaluation, and interview is
recommended.



TEST RESULTS:

The Test of Memaory Malingering (TOMM), a test of visual recognition memory of everyday objects that
is helpful in assessing validity, was administered. On the first trial Mr. Gudinas correctly identified all of
the 50 pictures. On the second trial, he correctly pointed out all the pictures. After a delay with
interference, he once again identified all the 50 pictures. This is indicative of sincere effort on the part
of Mr. Gudinas and rules against malingering.

The Kaufman Functional Academic Skills Test, a measure of academic skills that are used on an everyday
basis, was administered. Mr. Gudinas obtained the following scores. On the Arthmetic subtest he
obtained a Standard Score of 78, 7% percentile, well below average. Thomas was able to tell time, count
change, and solve simple problems. When the problems involved fractions, division, or more complex
multiplication, he was unable to figure out the correct answer.

On the Reading subtest, he obtained a Standard Score of 78, 7 percentile, well below average. Thomas
was able to read and recognize common signs, follow commands, and understand basic instructions,
When he had to read more extensively, figure out abbreviations, or greater comprehension was
involved, he was unable to complete the task.

Executive functioning, or the processes responsible for guiding, directing, and managing cognitive,
emotional, and behavioral functions was assessed and revealed the following:

The Wiscansin Card Sorting Test, 8 measure which asses the ability to form abstract concepts, to
maintain and to shift set, and to utilize feedback, was administered. Mr. Gudinas had great difficulty
with this test. He was only able to complete two categories, mildly impaired range, and committed 68
perseverative errors, severely impaired range of functioning. Mr. Gudinas was unable to utilize
feedback to try and solve the problem, going back over and over again to an approach that he was told
was incorrect.

The Delis Kaplan Executive Function System Verbal Fluency Test, a measure of letter fiuency, category
fluency, and category switching was administered, Letter Fluency was in the average range. Category
fluency was in the low average range. Category switching was in the borderline range. When more
requirements were imposed on Mr. Gudinas, he had greater difficulty and performed more poorly on
the tasks.

The Delis Kaplan Executive Function System Trail Making Test, a measure of one’s ability to scan,
sequence numbers and letters, and switch between numbers and letters, was administered. Visual
scanning was in the borderline range. Motor Speed was above the average range. Number sequencing
and letter sequencing were in the average range. Number-Letter Switching was severely impaired. Mr.
Gudinas works fast, however, when he had to attend to two different stimuli at the same time,
switching between numbers and letters, he was lost, performing in the severely impaired range.

Judgment, reasoning, planning, and decision making are all regulated by executive functioning or frontal
lobe abilities. Mr. Gudinas demonstrated significant impairment in these areas. This points to frontal
lobe dysfunction.

The Rey-Osterrieth Complex Figure Test, a test of visual constructional ability and visual memary, was
administered. On the copy, Mr. Gudinas completed the figure with a perfect score. On the immediate



recall of the figure, he obtained anly 12.5 of a possibie 36 points, or 35% retention, with memory of the
outline of the figure without any of the internal details. On the half hour delayed recall of the figure, he
obtained 12 of a possible 36 points, performance within the average range.

SUMMARY & CONCLUSIONS

Mr. Thomas Gudinas was cooperative with the evaluation. Neuropsychological Evaluation results were
valid with no indication of faking or malingering.

Mr. Thomas Gudinas has a history of extreme physical, sexual, and emotional abuse, which has caused
him to suffer from trauma his entire life.

Mr. Thomas Gudinas’ cognitive functioning was in the Low Average to Borderline range.

Mr. Thomas Gudinas’ executive functioning was severely impaired. He presented with significant brain
impairment and frental lobe dysfunction.

Mr. Thomas Gudinas has a long history of instability in his education and school failure.

Mr. Thomas Gudinas has a long history of major mental illness continuing to this date. At the present
time he is paranoid, suspicious, and has fixed delusions.

Mr. Thomas Gudinas has a long history of institutionalization beginning at a young age, with failure to
provide adequate psychological and psychiatric treatment.

Mr. Thomas Gudinas was twenty years old at the time of the commission of the offense. Developmental
literature and neuroscience research states that there was a lack of maturity, an undeveloped sense of
responsibility, increased vulnerability and susceptibility to outside negative influences ina person that
was not fully formed at this age.

initial findings were presented with the limitation of time constraints. Additional time would allow for

more comprehensive testing and interview with Mr. Gudinas, record review, and interview of collateral
SOurces.

Hyman H. Eisenstein, Ph.D., A.B.N.




APPENDIX B

Appendix B: Writing From Gudinas Depicting Severe Mental Illness
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

[ HEREBY CERTIFY that on this day of 8t day of June, 2025. 1
electronically filed the foregoing Index to Appendix by using the
Florida Courts E-Filing Portal which will send a notice of electronic
filing to the following: The Honorable John E. Jordan at Division 16,
16orange@ninthcircuit.org; Assistant State Attorneys Kenneth
Nunnelley, at knunnelley@sao9.org; William Jay, at WJay@sao9.org;
Assistant Attorneys General Leslie Campbell at
Leslie.Campbell@myfloridalegal.com, capapp@myfloridalegal.com,
Lisa-Marie Lerner, Lisamarie.Lerner@myfloridalegal.com; Julie
Meyer, Julie.Meyer@myfloridalegal.com capapp@myfloridalegal.com,
and the Florida Supreme Court, at warrant@flcourts.org. Thomas L.
Gudinas DOC#379799, Florida State Prison, P.O. Box 800, Raiford,
Florida 32083

/s/ Ali A. Shakoor

Ali A. Shakoor

Florida Bar Number 0669830
Email: shakoor@ccmr.state.fl.us

/s/ Adrienne Joy Shepherd
Adrienne Joy Shepherd

Florida Bar Number 1000532
Email: shepherd@ccmr.state.fl.us

Law Office of The Capital Collateral
Regional Counsel - Middle Region
12973 North Telecom Parkway

Temple Terrace, Florida 33637
Telephone: (813) 558-1600

Fax: (813) 558-1601

Second Email: support@ccmr.state.fl.us
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