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STATEMENT OF INTEREST

Amici Curiae, Lora Collier, MD (OSMA Member); Alejandra De Santiago, DO; Joseph
Eble, MD; George Erbacher, DO, FAOCR; Curtis E. Harris, MS, MD, JD (OSMA Member);
James J. Hutchins, M.D.; Jessica Keller, MD, FAAP, FCP; Abel Lau, MD; Phyllis W. Lauinger,
MD (OSMA Member); Michael A. Malloy, MD; Christy J. Mareshie, DO; Rita B. Sanders, DO;
Frank Schmidt, Jr., MD; Michael Tanner, MD; Jessica Weber, DO; and Leon J. Yoder, DO
(collectively, “Oklahoma Physicians™), are physicians practicing medicine in Oklahoma, some of
whom are past and present members of the Oklahoma State Medical Association (“OSMA”).
Oklahoma Physicians are appearing because the OSMA’s views on abortion, expressed in the
September 21, 2022 amicus brief, do not reflect the views of Oklahoma Physicians and even all of
the OSMA’s members. Indeed, the input of current OSMA members was not solicited prior to
OSMA'’s brief being filed.

ARGUMENT

Oklahoma Physicians’ focus here is narrow. We do not endorse or disavow any particular
statute, approach, or exception that regulates abortion. Our views on these likely differ, maybe
even substantially. We simply write to emphasize our view that the Oklahoma Constitution does
not contain a fundamental and unfettered right to abortion throughout pregnancy, and that the
OSMA is incorrect when it analyzes this constitutional question without any reference whatsoever
to the unborn child.

Physicians and legislators, in our view, must consider and protect both the woman and
unborn child, which is why abortion is not, and cannot be, a fundamental right. But the OSMA
completely ignores the reality that a pregnant woman has a separate, unique, and living human

being inside her womb. That being’s health must be considered and treated by any Oklahoma



physician, including members of the OSMA. One of OSMA’s stated goals is to “promote quality
health care for all Oklahomans.”"

All, in our view, must mean all.

OSMA, though, ignores both the health of the unborn and the scientific advances that have
enabled physicians to treat the fetus while still in the womb thereby improving the age of viability.
This Court must not view the OSMA’s position as representative of all its own members, much
less all Oklahoma doctors, especially when OSMA failed to poll, or even widely consult, its own
members before submitting its brief.

CONCLUSION

Oklahoma Physicians seek to clarify that OSMA’s current stated position on abortion is

not representative of all physicians in Oklahoma or even all of its own members. The OSMA has

ignored the existence of the unborn; abortion should not be considered a fundamental right.

Available at:
https://www.okmed.org/web/Online/About OSMA/Vision___ Mission/Online/About_ OSMA/Vi

sion___Mission.aspx?hkey=8f74a485-d7dc_-4b23-973 a-ddb03eeca759
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Respectfully submitted,
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BARNETT LEGAL, PLLC
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Attorney for Oklahoma Physicians



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing document was sent via
USPS, first class postage paid, on this _3rd day of _ October , 2022 to the following:

J. Blake Patton

Walding and Patton

518 Colcord Drive, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73102

Jay W {Bafnett




